[The O'Brien filter test in the differential diagnosis of disorders with high-grade thrombocytosis].
In the differential diagnosis of primary and secondary thrombocytosis, platelet function test can be used. We have examined the possible role of O'Brien's filter test in the differentiation of primary and secondary thrombocytosis in 53 patients with myeloproliferative diseases with primary thrombocytosis and in 21 patients with other disorders complicated by secondary thrombocytosis. By using heparin as an anticoagulant, the sensitivity of O'Brien's filter test proved to be 75%, and it's specificity was 85.7%. In blood samples anticoagulated with citrate, the sensitivity was 100% and specificity 83.3%. Based on these studies we suggest the use of O'Brien's filterometer as a screening test in the differential diagnosis in patients with elevated (> 400 x 10(9)/L) platelet count. In case of normal results, the causes of reactive thrombocytosis should be cleared first, while with pathologic results, haematological examination of the patients should be performed.